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From the annals of Black Mask come the two-fisted adventures of the original hardboiled PI: Dashiell
Hammett’s Continental Op
 
Jeffrey Main comes home from Los Angeles with $20,000 in his wallet and a target on his back. Two
gunmen burst through the door, instigating a scuffle that leaves Main dead, his wife unconscious, and the
money long gone. At least, that’s the way the cops tell it. The police see no other way the killers could have
escaped so easily, and the case falls to the Continental Op—San Francisco’s most ruthless private detective.
Behind this strange murder lurks a toxic case of greed, and the Op must risk his neck to learn who pulled the
trigger.
 
“The Main Death” is vintage Dashiell Hammett, the sort of hard-driving tale that made him a legend and
made Black Mask the most respected of all the pulp magazines. Paired with “This King Business” in this
captivating collection of Hammett’s later Continental Op stories, it is a fine reminder that hardboiled action
never goes out of style.
 
Praise for Dashiell Hammett
“Hammett was the ace performer. . . . He did over and over again what only the best writers can ever do at
all. He wrote scenes that seemed never to have been written before.” —Raymond Chandler, author of The
Big Sleep
 
“Hammett was the great poet of the great American collision—personal honour and corruption, opportunity
and fatality.” —James Ellroy, author of L.A. Confidential
 
“Hammett is a master of the detective novel, yes, but also one hell of a writer.” —The Boston Globe
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From reader reviews:

Allison Stiffler:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Main
Death and This King Business: Collected Case Files of the Continental Op: The Later Years, Volume 2 (The
Complete Continental Op)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Heather Wade:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. The Main Death and This King Business: Collected Case Files of the
Continental Op: The Later Years, Volume 2 (The Complete Continental Op) can be your answer because it
can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Jorge Eaton:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Main Death and This King Business: Collected Case Files of the
Continental Op: The Later Years, Volume 2 (The Complete Continental Op) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Luis Morales:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The
Main Death and This King Business: Collected Case Files of the Continental Op: The Later Years, Volume 2



(The Complete Continental Op).
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