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Essay from the year 2010 in the subject History Europe - Other Countries - Ages of World Wars, grade: A-,
University CEU San Pablo Madrid, language: English, abstract: In the last two decades, there seems to be a
consensus between Russian physicians, sociologists, and the general public, that drug addiction should be
considered a serious and threatening social problem. The authorities, however, are unable to stop the
increasing numbers of drug users. Meanwhile, as Ia. I. Gilinskii put it, social deviations are “the mirror of
social realities”, and the power structure should not avoid looking in it. Drug addiction became a major
social problem, for which no one-sided solution is acceptable. The attempts to approach the topic from the
narrow viewpoint of some sociological or medical theory usually fail – as do the methods of plain
administrative repression. The terms narkotik, narkoman, narkomaniia, narkotizm are applied in a somewhat
simplified manner (as an unambiguous social evil), and it further complicates the understanding of an
already difficult phenomenon. There is also a clear lack of attention towards social, psychological, economic
and other incentives for an individual to take drugs.
Therefore, the need for a more synthetic and complex approach is obvious, and in search for it we should
also look at the developments in the past and the history of drug addiction in Russia.
The focus of this paper is on the early Soviet period of Russian history (ca. 1917-1929) and on the medical
texts of that period. My aim will be to look at early Soviet medical texts related to recreational drugs to show
how physicians described the causes of drug addiction – and thus contributed to the construction of the social
problem. The causes of the problem are especially important and relevant for the medical discourse, as the
etiology of disease often gives physicians the clue to the solutions and treatment. Accordingly, the origins of
drug addiction as described in early Soviet medical texts greatly influenced the understanding of drug addicts
and practical narcotic policy among the medical community – and also beyond (as physicians tried to
achieve symbolic domination). In particular, I want to consider three large groups of potential causes that
were detected by early Soviet physicians: socio-political (such as war or revolution), economical (like
capitalism or foreign trade), and other (it includes various causes on the macro- and micro-scale alike that
range from regime of prohibition to sexual frustration to the use of drugs za kompaniiu).
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Maas:

The book Constructing the Social Problem: Causes of Drug Addiction in Early Soviet Medical Texts can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we leave the good thing like a book Constructing the Social Problem: Causes of Drug Addiction in Early
Soviet Medical Texts? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Constructing the Social Problem: Causes of Drug Addiction in Early Soviet Medical Texts has
simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Dennis Boone:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Constructing the Social
Problem: Causes of Drug Addiction in Early Soviet Medical Texts book as basic and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Roger Patrick:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Constructing the Social Problem: Causes of Drug Addiction in Early
Soviet Medical Texts this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it
is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this
book ideal all of you.

Siobhan Wilcox:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and



comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the Constructing the Social Problem: Causes of Drug Addiction in Early
Soviet Medical Texts when you essential it?
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