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Four Warring States texts discovered during recent decades challenge longstanding understandings of
Chinese intellectual history.

The discovery of previously unknown philosophical texts from the Axial Age is revolutionizing our
understanding of Chinese intellectual history. Buried Ideas presents and discusses four texts found on brush-
written slips of bamboo and their seemingly unprecedented political philosophy. Written in the regional
script of Chu during the Warring States period (475–221 BCE), all of the works discuss Yao’s abdication to
Shun and are related to but differ significantly from the core texts of the classical period, such as the Mencius
and Zhuangzi. Notably, these works evince an unusually meritocratic stance, and two even advocate
abdication over hereditary succession as a political ideal. Sarah Allan includes full English translations and
her own modern-character editions of the four works examined: Tang Yú zhi dao, Zigao, Rongchengshi, and
Bao xun. In addition, she provides an introduction to Chu-script bamboo-slip manuscripts and the complex
issues inherent in deciphering them.

Sarah Allan is Burlington Northern Foundation Professor of Asian Studies in honor of Richard M. Bressler at
Dartmouth College. She is the author of The Way of Water and Sprouts of Virtue and The Shape of the
Turtle: Myth, Art, and Cosmos in Early China, both also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

Here thing why that Buried Ideas: Legends of Abdication and Ideal Government in Early Chinese Bamboo-
Slip Manuscripts (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Buried Ideas: Legends of Abdication and Ideal Government in Early Chinese Bamboo-
Slip Manuscripts (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Buried Ideas:
Legends of Abdication and Ideal Government in Early Chinese Bamboo-Slip Manuscripts (SUNY series in
Chinese Philosophy and Culture). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Buried Ideas: Legends of Abdication and Ideal
Government in Early Chinese Bamboo-Slip Manuscripts (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture)
in e-book can be your alternate.

Bruce Benedict:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Buried Ideas: Legends of Abdication and Ideal Government in
Early Chinese Bamboo-Slip Manuscripts (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can be great
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Janice Burgess:

Often the book Buried Ideas: Legends of Abdication and Ideal Government in Early Chinese Bamboo-Slip
Manuscripts (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) has a lot details on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Richard Martinez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you



can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Buried Ideas: Legends of
Abdication and Ideal Government in Early Chinese Bamboo-Slip Manuscripts (SUNY series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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