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An affectionate and very funny gallery of twenty great world authors from the pen of "the most subtle and
gifted writer in contemporary Spanish literature" (The Boston Globe).

In addition to his own busy career as "one of Europe's most intriguing contemporary writers" (TLS), Javier
Marías is also the translator into Spanish of works by Hardy, Stevenson, Conrad, Faulkner, Nabokov, and
Laurence Sterne. His love for these authors is the touchstone of Written Lives. Collected here are twenty
pieces recounting great writers' lives, "or, more precisely, snippets of writers' lives." Thomas Mann, Rilke,
Arthur Conan Doyle, Turgenev, Djuna Barnes, Emily Brontë, Malcolm Lowry, and Kipling appear ("all
fairly disastrous individuals"), and "almost nothing" in his stories is invented.

Like Isak Dinesen (who "claimed to have poor sight, yet could spot a four-leaf clover in a field from a
remarkable distance away"), Marías has a sharp eye. Nabokov is here, making "the highly improbable
assertion that he is 'as American as April in Arizona,'" as is Oscar Wilde, who, in debt on his deathbed,
ordered up champagne, "remarking cheerfully, 'I am dying beyond my means.'" Faulkner, we find, when
fired from his post office job, explained that he was not prepared "to be beholden to any son-of-a-bitch who
had two cents to buy a stamp." Affection glows in the pages of Written Lives, evidence, as Marías remarks,
that "although I have enjoyed writing all my books, this was the one with which I had the most fun."
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Written Lives is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Donna Gray:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Written Lives can be very good book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.

Sharon Edwards:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Written Lives is simple bringing you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Diana Keller:

You will get this Written Lives by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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