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Around the beginning of the common era, Indian Buddhists began to collect fables, or Jataka tales,
illuminating various human virtues and foibles—from kindness, cooperation, loyalty, and self-discipline on
the one hand to greed, pride, foolishness, and treachery on the other. Animals, instead of people, took the
leading roles, giving the tales a universal appeal. Tales of this kind have emerged all over the world—in the
Mediterranean as Aesop's fables and in various other guises throughout the Middle East, East Asia, Africa,
Russia, and Europe.

Author and painter Mark McGinnis has collected thirty-two of these tales and retold them in poetic yet
accessible language, their original Buddhist messages firmly intact. Each story is beautifully illustrated with
a full-color painting, making this a book that will appeal to both children and adults, Buddhist and non-
Buddhist, who love fine stories about their fellow wise (and foolish) creatures.
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From reader reviews:

Delia Black:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled When the Buddha Was an Elephant: 32 Animal Wisdom Tales from the
Jataka. Try to make the book When the Buddha Was an Elephant: 32 Animal Wisdom Tales from the Jataka
as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Cornelius Ryerson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed When the
Buddha Was an Elephant: 32 Animal Wisdom Tales from the Jataka? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Daniel Johnson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This When the Buddha Was an Elephant: 32
Animal Wisdom Tales from the Jataka is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Henry Stanton:

You may get this When the Buddha Was an Elephant: 32 Animal Wisdom Tales from the Jataka by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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