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The Battle of Wise’s (Wyse) Forks, March 7-11, 1865, has long been thought of as nothing more than an
insignificant skirmish during the final days of the Civil War and relegated to a passing reference in a
footnote if it is mentioned at all. Mark A. Smith’s and Wade Sokolosky’s “To Prepare for Sherman’s
Coming”: The Battle of Wise’s Forks, March 1865 erases this misconception and elevates this combat and its
related operations to the historical status it deserves.

By March 1865, the Confederacy was on its last legs. Its armies were depleted, food and resources were
scarce, and morale was low. General Lee was barely holding on to his extended lines around Richmond and
Petersburg, and Gen. William T. Sherman was operating with nearly complete freedom in North Carolina on
his way north to form a junction with Union forces in Virginia. As the authors demonstrate, the fighting that
is the subject of this book came about when Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant initiated a broad military operation to
assist Sherman.

The responsibility for ensuring a functioning railroad from New Bern to Goldsboro rested with Maj. Gen.
Jacob D. Cox. On March 2, 1865, Cox ordered his hastily assembled Provisional Corps to march toward
Goldsboro. In response to Cox’s movement, Confederate Gen. Joseph E. Johnston executed a bold but risky
plan to divert troops away from Sherman by turning back Cox’s advance. Under the command of the
aggressive but controversial Gen. Braxton Bragg, the Confederates stood for four days and successfully
halted Cox at Wise’s Forks. This delay provided Johnston with the precious time he needed to concentrate
his forces and fight the large and important Battle of Bentonville.

“To Prepare for Sherman’s Coming” is the result of years of careful research in a wide variety of archival
sources, and relies upon official reports, diaries, newspapers, and letter collections, all tied to a keen
understanding of the terrain. Sokolosky and Smith, both career army officers, have used their expertise in
military affairs to produce what is not only a valuable book on Wise’s Forks, but what surely must be the
definitive study of one of the Civil War’s overlooked yet significant battles. Outstanding original maps by
Mark A. Moore coupled with period photographs reinforce the quality of this account and the authors’
commitment to excellence.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Dewitt:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book
allowed "To Prepare for Sherman's Coming": The Battle of Wise's Forks, March 1865? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Casey Larsen:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline "To Prepare for
Sherman's Coming": The Battle of Wise's Forks, March 1865 suitable to you? The book was written by
popular writer in this era. The book untitled "To Prepare for Sherman's Coming": The Battle of Wise's Forks,
March 1865is one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just
before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can
see the represented of the world in this book.

Vickie Duke:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. "To Prepare for Sherman's Coming": The Battle of Wise's Forks, March 1865 can be
your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Joseph Carter:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book "To Prepare for Sherman's Coming": The Battle
of Wise's Forks, March 1865 was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book "To
Prepare for Sherman's Coming": The Battle of Wise's Forks, March 1865 has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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