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Since the early days of the American republic, political thinkers have maintained that a grossly unequal
division of property, wealth, and power would lead to the erosion of democratic life. Yet over the past thirty-
five years, neoconservatives and neoliberals alike have redrawn the tenets of American liberalism. Nowhere
is this more evident than in our current mainstream political discourse, in which the politics of economic
inequality are rarely discussed.
In this impassioned book, Michael J. Thompson reaches back into America's rich intellectual history to
reclaim the politics of inequality from the distortion of recent American conservatism. He begins by tracing
the development of the idea of economic inequality as it has been conceived by political thinkers throughout
American history. Then he considers the change in ideas and values that have led to the acceptance and
occasional legitimization of economic divisions. Thompson argues that American liberalism has made a
profound departure from its original practice of egalitarian critique. It has all but abandoned its
antihierarchical and antiaristocratic discourse. Only by resuscitating this tradition can democracy again
become meaningful to Americans.
The intellectuals who pioneered egalitarian thinking in America believed political and social relations should
be free from all forms of domination, servitude, and dependency. They wished to expose the antidemocratic
character of economic life under capitalism and hoped to prevent the kind of inequalities that compromise
human dignity and freedom-the core principles of early American politics. In their wisdom is a much
broader, more compelling view of democratic life and community than we have today, and with this book,
Thompson eloquently and adamantly fights to recover this crucial strand of political thought.
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From reader reviews:

Ben Hernandez:

The experience that you get from The Politics of Inequality: A Political History of the Idea of Economic
Inequality in America may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Politics of
Inequality: A Political History of the Idea of Economic Inequality in America giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who
read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having that The Politics of Inequality: A Political History of the
Idea of Economic Inequality in America instantly.

Roger Lee:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The Politics
of Inequality: A Political History of the Idea of Economic Inequality in America suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Politics of Inequality: A
Political History of the Idea of Economic Inequality in Americais one of several books that everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Roderick Grubb:

Often the book The Politics of Inequality: A Political History of the Idea of Economic Inequality in America
will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Politics of
Inequality: A Political History of the Idea of Economic Inequality in America is much recommended to you
you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Chad Smith:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Politics of Inequality: A Political History of the Idea of Economic



Inequality in America can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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