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Historical explanations need to keep step with the march of research if they are not to degenerate into empty
cliches. It has long been a commonplace of 17th century history that the Anglo-Dutch Wars were the product
of 'commercial rivalry'. This essay, first published twenty years ago, attempted to analyse and redefine this
overworked traditional concept so as to explain more precisely how it led to naval wars between the Dutch
and the English. Two idees fixes of contemporary English thought seemed especially significant; one was the
persistent consciousness of English inferiority and backwardness in economic affairs when compared with
the Dutch; the other, compounding this, was the equally persistent conviction that strategically, England
seemed well placed to wreck the Dutch maritime economy and bring the Republic to her knees in a naval
war. These obsessive beliefs combined naturally with the specific influences and motives of powerful
political and commercial lobbies to stoke the fires of aggression. Failing over several decades to make any
visible progress by more or less peaceful policies, they turned, first, to economic warfare by means of
propaganda and pseudo-legal claims to maritime sovereignty; finally (in 1652) to all-out eco nomic and
naval warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Bingham:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Profit and Power: A Study of England and the
Dutch Wars guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Profit and Power: A Study of
England and the Dutch Wars as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Denise Welton:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be read. Profit and Power: A Study of England and the Dutch Wars can be your answer because it can be
read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Linda Soto:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is actually Profit and Power: A Study of England and the Dutch
Wars. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Jose Said:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Profit and Power: A Study of England and the
Dutch Wars to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about
book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and study
it. Beside that the book Profit and Power: A Study of England and the Dutch Wars can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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