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Before the advent of satellite navigation, radar and electronic charts, you had to learn the art of seamanship
through experience, both good and bad. After enough close calls and a few hard knocks, you developed a
feel for the sea and its moods. You became aware of the subtle messages in the sky, the shape of the waves,
the smell of the land. With practice you improved your boat handling and the ability to react instantly to a
change in the situation. This is what kept you safe and got you to your destination.

These days everyone carries a GPS and a boat full of electronics. As a result, the essential skills developed
over thousands of years of sailing are slowly being lost. Modern electronics are a wonderful step forward
when they work, but they are no substitute for seamanship.

THE PEACE OF MIND WHICH COMES FROM KNOWING...

Even the old salts wouldn't want to give up their modern systems. So how do you acquire "sea sense"
without learning the hard way? The answer to this puzzle lies in Steve and Linda Dashew's eighth book,
Practical Seamanship - Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor. This new reference tool provides the
foundation on which to build and improve your seamanship skills.

Covering more than 930 topics, with over 800 detailed illustrations, it is the most thorough and detailed book
ever written on the subject. From preparation and boat handling (under sail and power), to working on deck,
you'll be inspired by the breadth and depth of knowledge at your fingertips. The section on watchkeeping
alone covers 84 subjects and has 79 illustrations, including the most detailed instructions for collision
avoidance ever written. There is extensive information about tropical seamanship and an in-depth look at
cruising in ice. You may never need to cross a harbor entrance with a breaking bar, but if you do, what you
learn in Practical Seamanship could save your vessel.

Numerous subjects are covered which have not been previously discussed in the yachting press.

Critical topics such as assessing anchorage safety are covered in extensive detail. You'll even find a section
on handling dinghies in a variety of conditions. And if you ever lose your engine, and need to use the dinghy
as a tug, it covers a numerous methods to get the job done right.

FORMULA FOR CRUISING SUCCESS

When you read Practical Seamanship - Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor you'll not only benefit from the
Dashews' 200,000 plus miles of actual seagoing experience in every conceivable condition, but also from the
skills and techniques handed down over centuries of sailing. Once you've read Practical Seamanship -
Essential Skills for the Modern Sailor, every experience you have aboard will be viewed in a different light.
Your learning curve will be shortened. You and your crew will become better sailors, and your enjoyment
level will increase. And if you ever find yourself in an emergency situation, your reaction times will be much
faster.

MORE THAN JUST A BOOK

More than just a book, Practical Seamanship is the latest part of the Dashews' "Cruising Essentials" Toolkit
Series, a suite of groundbreaking reference works engineered to be effective tools both on and offshore. The



rich, detailed illustrations, executive summaries and quick reference checklists help you find information
fast, and the Dashews' extensive experience and easygoing writing style combined with real world examples
makes for enjoyable reading. (The other books in this series are all available at Amazon.com: Offshore
Cruising Encyclopedia, Mariner's Weather Handbook, and Surviving the Storm.)

You'll find yourself constantly referring to these books, both at home and offshore. That's why they're built
tough with extra heavy binding, designed to reference-library specifications.

Practical Seamanship: In all, 644 pages are packed with over 800 detailed illustrations, covering every aspect
of traditional and modern seamanship. Available as book only (ISBN 1930086016); searchable, hyperlinked
CD-ROM (ISBN 1930086024); or book/CD-ROM set (ISBN 1930086032).
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From reader reviews:

Warren Damron:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Practical Seamanship : Essential
Skills for the Modern Sailor will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book
with you?

Brandon Li:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their
can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Practical Seamanship : Essential Skills for the
Modern Sailor to read.

Clifford Walsh:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Practical Seamanship : Essential
Skills for the Modern Sailor, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Gerald Allen:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Practical Seamanship : Essential Skills for the Modern
Sailor why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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