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Most Americans consider détente -- the reduction of tensions between the United States and the Soviet
Union -- to be among the Nixon administration's most significant foreign policy successes. The diplomatic
back channel that national security advisor Henry Kissinger established with Soviet ambassador Anatoly
Dobrynin became the most important method of achieving this thaw in the Cold War. Kissinger praised back
channels for preventing leaks, streamlining communications, and circumventing what he perceived to be the
US State Department's unresponsive and self-interested bureaucracy. Nixon and Kissinger's methods,
however, were widely criticized by State Department officials left out of the loop and by an American press
and public weary of executive branch prevarication and secrecy.

Richard A. Moss's penetrating study documents and analyzes US-Soviet back channels from Nixon's
inauguration through what has widely been heralded as the apex of détente, the May 1972 Moscow Summit.
He traces the evolution of confidential-channel diplomacy and examines major flashpoints, including the
1970 crisis over Cienfuegos, Cuba, the Strategic Arms Limitations Talks (SALT), US dealings with China,
deescalating tensions in Berlin, and the Vietnam War. Moss argues that while the back channels improved
US-Soviet relations in the short term, the Nixon-Kissinger methods provided a poor foundation for lasting
policy.

Employing newly declassified documents, the complete record of the Kissinger-Dobrynin channel -- jointly
compiled, translated, annotated, and published by the US State Department and the Russian Foreign Ministry
-- as well as the Nixon tapes, Moss reveals the behind-the-scenes deliberations of Nixon, his advisers, and
their Soviet counterparts. Although much has been written about détente, this is the first scholarly study that
comprehensively assesses the central role of confidential diplomacy in shaping America's foreign policy
during this critical era.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Brown:

The particular book Nixon's Back Channel to Moscow: Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies in
Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very
suited to you. The book Nixon's Back Channel to Moscow: Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies in
Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Alexandra Sauer:

The book with title Nixon's Back Channel to Moscow: Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies in
Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help
after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Floyd Alling:

Beside this particular Nixon's Back Channel to Moscow: Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies in
Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Nixon's Back Channel to Moscow: Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies in Conflict,
Diplomacy, and Peace) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have
book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from today!

Rigoberto Stansell:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Nixon's Back Channel to Moscow: Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies
in Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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