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The American revolutionaries themselves believed the change from monarchy to republic was the essence of
the Revolution. King and People in Provincial Massachusetts explores what monarchy meant to
Massachusetts under its second charter and why the momentous change to republican government came
about.

Richard L. Bushman argues that monarchy entailed more than having a king as head of state: it was an
elaborate political culture with implications for social organization as well. Massachusetts, moreover, was
entirely loyal to the king and thoroughly imbued with that culture.

Why then did the colonies become republican in 1776? The change cannot be attributed to a single thinker
such as John Locke or to a strain of political thought such as English country party rhetoric. Instead, it was
the result of tensions ingrained in the colonial political system that surfaced with the invasion of
parliamentary power into colonial affairs after 1763.

The underlying weakness of monarchical government in Massachusetts was the absence of monarchical
society -- the intricate web of patronage and dependence that existed in England. But the conflict came from
the colonists' conception of rulers as an alien class of exploiters whose interest was the plundering of the
colonies. In large part, colonial politics was the effort to restrain official avarice.

The author explicates the meaning of "interest" in political discourse to show how that conception was
central in the thinking of both the popular party and the British ministry. Management of the interest of royal
officials was a problem that continually bedeviled both the colonists and the crown. Conflict was perennial
because the colonists and the ministry pursued diverging objectives in regulating colonial officialdom.
Ultimately the colonists came to see that safety against exploitation by self-interested rulers would be
assured only by republican government.
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From reader reviews:

James Reveles:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book. Book has
a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book King and People in Provincial Massachusetts (Published
for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) will make you
to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some
of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Frances Smith:

This King and People in Provincial Massachusetts (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is great e-book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having King and People in
Provincial Massachusetts (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Marilyn Leonard:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this King and People in Provincial Massachusetts (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) can make you
experience more interested to read.

Joseph Robison:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. On this



modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the King and People in Provincial Massachusetts (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) when you desired it?
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