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More than 5,000 North Carolina slaves escaped from their white owners to serve in the Union army during
the Civil War. In Freedom for Themselves Richard Reid explores the stories of black soldiers from four
regiments raised in North Carolina. Constructing a multidimensional portrait of the soldiers and their
families, he provides a new understanding of the spectrum of black experience during and after the war.

Reid examines the processes by which black men enlisted and were trained, the history of each regiment, the
lives of the soldiers' families during the war, and the postwar experiences of the veterans and their families
living in an ex-Confederate state. By considering four regiments from a single state, Reid presents a cross
section of a wide range of experiences and assesses what experiences proved largely universal among black
troops. The full freedom they fought for and dreamed of having when the war ended did not materialize in
their lifetimes, but Reid shows that many of them found in the army a kind of equality that was denied them
in civilian life. The postwar benefits afforded to white veterans seldom crossed the color line. The accolades
African American soldiers received, Reid demonstrates, came not from a new southern society, but from
within their own communities, where black soldiers were seen and recognized as heroes.
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From reader reviews:

Keith McLeod:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Freedom for Themselves: North Carolina's Black Soldiers in the Civil War
Era (Civil War America).

Latrice Miller:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Freedom for Themselves: North
Carolina's Black Soldiers in the Civil War Era (Civil War America) to read.

Richard Segers:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Freedom for Themselves: North Carolina's
Black Soldiers in the Civil War Era (Civil War America) is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Matthew Dealba:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Freedom for Themselves: North
Carolina's Black Soldiers in the Civil War Era (Civil War America) is simple to develop you can read it in
the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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