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Anna Politkovskaya, one of Russia’s most fearless journalists, was gunned down in a contract killing in
Moscow in the fall of 2006. Just before her death, Politkovskaya completed this searing, intimate record of
life in Russia from the parliamentary elections of December 2003 to the grim summer of 2005, when the
nation was still reeling from the horrors of the Beslan school siege. In A Russian Diary, Politkovskaya dares
to tell the truth about the devastation of Russia under Vladimir Putin–a truth all the more urgent since her
tragic death.
Writing with unflinching clarity, Politkovskaya depicts a society strangled by cynicism and corruption. As
the Russian elections draw near, Politkovskaya describes how Putin neutralizes or jails his opponents,
muzzles the press, shamelessly lies to the public–and then secures a sham landslide that plunges the populace
into mass depression. In Moscow, oligarchs blow thousands of rubles on nights of partying while Russian
soldiers freeze to death. Terrorist attacks become almost commonplace events. Basic freedoms dwindle
daily.

And then, in September 2004, armed terrorists take more than twelve hundred hostages in the Beslan school,
and a different kind of madness descends.
In prose incandescent with outrage, Politkovskaya captures both the horror and the absurdity of life in
Putin’s Russia: She fearlessly interviews a deranged Chechen warlord in his fortified lair. She records the
numb grief of a mother who lost a child in the Beslan siege and yet clings to the delusion that her son will
return home someday. The staggering ostentation of the new rich, the glimmer of hope that comes with the
organization of the Party of Soldiers’ Mothers, the mounting police brutality, the fathomless public
apathy–all are woven into Politkovskaya’s devastating portrait of Russia today.

“If anybody thinks they can take comfort from the ‘optimistic’ forecast, let them do so,” Politkovskaya
writes. “It is certainly the easier way, but it is also a death sentence for our grandchildren.”

A Russian Diary is testament to Politkovskaya’s ferocious refusal to take the easier way–and the terrible
price she paid for it. It is a brilliant, uncompromising exposé of a deteriorating society by one of the world’s
bravest writers.

Praise for Anna Politkovskaya
“Anna Politkovskaya defined the human conscience. Her relentless pursuit of the truth in the face of danger
and darkness testifies to her distinguished place in journalism–and humanity. This book deserves to be
widely read.”
–Christiane Amanpour, chief international correspondent, CNN

“Like all great investigative reporters, Anna Politkovskaya brought forward human truths that rewrote the
official story. We will continue to read her, and learn from her, for years.”
–Salman Rushdie

“Suppression of freedom of speech, of expression, reaches its savage ultimate in the murder of a writer.



Anna Politkovskaya refused to lie, in her work; her murder is a ghastly act, and an attack on world
literature.”
–Nadine Gordimer

“Beyond mourning her, it would be more seemly to remember her by taking note of what she wrote.”
–James Meek

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book A Russian Diary: A Journalist's Final Account of
Life, Corruption, and Death in Putin's Russia. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
As long as we know about how is important the book A Russian Diary: A Journalist's Final Account of Life,
Corruption, and Death in Putin's Russia. You can add information and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible
to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Lavonne Ouellette:

The event that you get from A Russian Diary: A Journalist's Final Account of Life, Corruption, and Death in
Putin's Russia will be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but A Russian Diary: A Journalist's
Final Account of Life, Corruption, and Death in Putin's Russia giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes
it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having that A Russian Diary: A Journalist's Final Account of Life, Corruption, and Death in Putin's
Russia instantly.

Elaine Gold:

Precisely why? Because this A Russian Diary: A Journalist's Final Account of Life, Corruption, and Death in
Putin's Russia is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Peggy Young:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that



recommended for you is A Russian Diary: A Journalist's Final Account of Life, Corruption, and Death in
Putin's Russia this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind
of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.
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