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In the annals of sports, no individual rivalry matches the intensity, longevity, and emotional resonance of the
one between two extraordinary women: Chris Evert and Martina Navratilova.

Over sixteen years, Evert and Navratilova met on the tennis court a record eighty times—sixty times in
finals. At their first match in Akron, Ohio, in 1973, Chris was an eighteen-year-old star and Martina, two
years her junior, was an unknown Czech making her first trip to the United States. It would be two years
before Martina finally beat Chris, and another year—after Navratilova had dropped twenty pounds and
improved her game—before Evert publicly betrayed her first hint of concern. By then, the women were
already friends and sometimes doubles partners, and the colorful story that would captivate the world was
under way.
The Rivals is the first book to examine the intertwined journey of these legendary champions, based on
extensive interviews with each. Taking readers on and off the courts with vivid, never-before-published
material, award-winning sportswriter Johnette Howard shows how Evert and Navratilova came of age during
the rambunctious golden age of tennis in the 1970s, and how—together—they redefined women’s athletics
during a time of volcanic change in sports and society. Their epic careers unfolded against the backdrop of
the fight for Title IX, the gay rights movement, the women's movement and the fall of the iron curtain.
Howard draws entertaining, intimate, and myth-shattering portraits of Evert and Navratilova, describing the
personal migrations each woman made, and showing how enmeshed their lives became.

Navratilova and Evert’s ability to forge and maintain a friendship during sixteen years of often-cutthroat
competition has always provoked wonder and admiration. They were a study in contrasts, a collision of
politics and style and looks. Chris was the crowd darling while Martina, her greatest foil, was often cast as
the villain. Chris was the imperturbable champion who proved toughness and femininity weren’t mutually
exclusive; Martina was portrayed as both emotionally fragile and some fearsome Amazon. Chris’s off-court
life was presumed to be bedrock solid, the stuff of Main Street America; Martina’s was derided as
outrageous and sometimes chaotic, even during her invincible years. Yet, through it all, the two remained
friends who lifted each other to heights that each says she couldn’t have reached without the other.

Women’s tennis now is more popular than ever, thanks in large part to the trailblazing of Evert and
Navratilova. A rivalry like theirs, filled with so many grace notes, is unique in sports history.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Rivals: Chris Evert vs. Martina Navratilova
Their Epic Duels and Extraordinary Friendshi p is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Matthew Armstrong:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Rivals: Chris Evert vs. Martina Navratilova Their Epic
Duels and Extraordinary Friendshi p as the daily resource information.

Becky Duncan:

The particular book The Rivals: Chris Evert vs. Martina Navratilova Their Epic Duels and Extraordinary
Friendshi p has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Judy Brown:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Rivals: Chris Evert vs. Martina Navratilova
Their Epic Duels and Extraordinary Friendshi p, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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