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Martial (Marcus Valerius Martialis) was a Spanish writer who lived in Rome in the second half of the first
century AD. He wrote only in the genre of epigram, invented by the Greeks, which he chose because of his
dislike of all that was pretentious and escapist in contemporary literature, where stale mythological topics
were regarded as both 'elevated' and, in times of political danger, safe. His own boundless interest in the life
he saw around him in Rome, and his sense of humour, led him to prefer to express himself in short and
highly polished poems. He brought the genre to such a pitch of perfection that his work has defined it for
subsequent authors. Although only a limited number of his own epigrams conform to the dictionary
definition as 'a short poem ending in a witty turn of thought', their effectiveness has shaped this definition.
This book tells what we know about the man's commonsense attitude to life, and his hatred of hypocrisy and
malice. It assesses his debt to literary tradition and the astonishing influence he had on later writers.

This book is part of the Ancient in Action series which features short incisive books introducing major
figures of the ancient world to the modern general reader, including the essentials of each subject's life,
works, and significance for later western civilisation.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Siller:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Martial
(Ancients in Action)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
different opinion?

Sandra Earnhardt:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is definitely Martial (Ancients in Action).

Dona Cole:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Martial (Ancients in Action) why because the
amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Beverlee Guthrie:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Martial (Ancients in Action) which
is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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