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Ordinary people don’t experience history as it is taught by historians. They live across the convenient
chronological divides we impose on the past. The same people who lived through the Civil War and the
eradication of slavery also dealt with the hardships of Reconstruction, so why do we almost always treat
them separately? In Children of Fire, renowned historian Thomas C. Holt challenges this form to tell the
story of generations of African Americans through the lived experience of the subjects themselves, with all
of the nuances, ironies, contradictions, and complexities one might expect.
 
Building on seminal books like John Hope Franklin’s From Slavery to Freedom and many others, Holt
captures the entire African American experience from the moment the first twenty African slaves were sold 
at Jamestown in 1619. Each chapter focuses on a generation of individuals who shaped the course of
American history, hoping for a better life for their children but often confronting the ebb and flow of their
civil rights and status within society. Many familiar faces grace these pages—Frederick Douglass, W.E.B.
DuBois, Martin Luther King, and Barack Obama—but also some overlooked ones. Figures like Anthony
Johnson, a slave who bought his freedom in late seventeenth century Virginia and built a sizable plantation,
only to have it stolen away from his children by an increasingly racist court system. Or Frank Moore, a WWI
veteran and sharecropper who sued his landlord for unfair practices, but found himself charged with murder
after fighting off an angry white posse. Taken together, their stories tell how African Americans fashioned a
culture and identity amid the turmoil of four centuries of American history.
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From reader reviews:

Traci Farris:

The book Children of Fire: A History of African Americans make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Children of Fire: A
History of African Americans to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and
read a e-book Children of Fire: A History of African Americans. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Helen Green:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Children of Fire: A History of
African Americans book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Nathan Pope:

The book untitled Children of Fire: A History of African Americans contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Rene Hudson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Children of Fire: A History of
African Americans which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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