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In An Age of Risk, Emily Nacol shows that risk, now treated as a permanent feature of our lives, did not
always govern understandings of the future. Focusing on the epistemological, political, and economic
writings of Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, David Hume, and Adam Smith, Nacol explains that in seventeenth-
and eighteenth-century Britain, political and economic thinkers reimagined the future as a terrain of risk,
characterized by probabilistic calculation, prediction, and control.

In these early modern sources, Nacol contends, we see three crucial developments in thought on risk and
politics. While early modern thinkers differentiated uncertainty about the future from probabilistic
calculations of risk, they remained attentive to the ways uncertainty and risk remained in a conceptual tangle,
a problem that constrained good decision making. They developed sophisticated theories of trust and credit
as crucial background conditions for prudent risk-taking, and offered complex depictions of the relationships
and behaviors that would make risk-taking more palatable. They also developed two narratives that persist in
subsequent accounts of risk—risk as a threat to security, and risk as an opportunity for profit. Looking at
how these narratives are entwined in early modern thought, Nacol locates the origins of our own
ambivalence about risk-taking. By the end of the eighteenth century, she argues, a new type of political actor
would emerge from this ambivalence, one who approached risk with fear rather than hope.

By placing a fresh lens on early modern writing, An Age of Risk demonstrates how new and evolving
orientations toward risk influenced approaches to politics and commerce that continue to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled An Age of Risk: Politics and Economy in Early Modern Britain. Try
to make the book An Age of Risk: Politics and Economy in Early Modern Britain as your buddy. It means
that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Elmira McGraw:

The book An Age of Risk: Politics and Economy in Early Modern Britain give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book An
Age of Risk: Politics and Economy in Early Modern Britain to become your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like start and read a book An Age of Risk: Politics and Economy in Early Modern
Britain. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Joseph Wood:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the An Age of Risk: Politics
and Economy in Early Modern Britain is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Alan Robert:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book An Age of Risk: Politics and Economy in Early
Modern Britain to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion
about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine
it. Beside that the publication An Age of Risk: Politics and Economy in Early Modern Britain can to be your
brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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