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A Lie of Reinvention is a response to Manning Marable’s biography of Malcolm X, A Life of Reinvention.
Marable’s book was controversially acclaimed by some as his magna opus. At the same time, it was
denounced and debated by others as a worthless read full of conjecture, errors, and without any new factual
content. In this collection of critical essays, editors Jared Ball and Todd Steven Burroughs lead a group of
established and emerging Black scholars and activists who take a clear stance in this controversy: Marable’s
biography is at best flawed and at worst a major setback in American history, African American studies, and
scholarship on the life of Malcolm X.

In the tradition of John Henrik Clarke’s classic anthology “William Styron’s Nat Turner: Ten Black Writers
Respond,” this volume provides a striking critique of Marable’s text. In 1968, Clarke and his assembled
writers felt it essential to respond to Styron’s fictionalized and ahistorical Nat Turner, the heroic leader of
one of America’s most famous revolts against enslavement. In A Lie of Reinvention, the editors sense a
different threat to an African American icon, Malcolm X. This time, the threat is presented as an
authoritative biography. To counter the threat, Ball and Burroughs respond with a barbed collection of
commentaries of Marable’s text.

The essays come from all quarters of the Black community. From behind prison walls, Mumia Abu-Jamal
revises his prior public praise of Marable’s book with an essay written specifically for this volume. A. Peter
Bailey, a veteran journalist who worked with Malcolm X’s Organization for Afro-American Unity, disputes
how he is characterized in Marable’s book. Bill Strickland, who also knew Malcolm X, provides what he
calls a “personal critique” of the biography. Younger scholars such as Kali Akuno, Kamau Franklin,
Sundiata Keita Cha-Jua, Christopher M. Tinson, Eugene Puryear and Greg Thomas join veterans Rosmari
Mealy, Raymond Winbush, Amiri Baraka and Karl Evanzz in pointing out historical problems and
ideological misinterpretations in Marable’s work.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Furr:

The book A Lie of Reinvention: Correcting Manning Marable's Malcolm X can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book A Lie of
Reinvention: Correcting Manning Marable's Malcolm X? Some of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book A Lie of Reinvention: Correcting Manning Marable's Malcolm X has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Cynthia Necaise:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you get it
as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
inside you if you take A Lie of Reinvention: Correcting Manning Marable's Malcolm X as your daily
resource information.

Homer Gardner:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific A Lie of Reinvention: Correcting Manning Marable's
Malcolm X can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have A Lie of Reinvention: Correcting
Manning Marable's Malcolm X.

Peter Landon:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this A Lie of Reinvention: Correcting Manning
Marable's Malcolm X can make you experience more interested to read.
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