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In The Impossible Craft, Scott Donaldson explores the rocky territory of literary biography, the most difficult
that biographers try to navigate. Writers are accustomed to controlling the narrative, and notoriously opposed
to allowing intruders on their turf. They make bonfires of their papers, encourage others to destroy
correspondence, write their own autobiographies, and appoint family or friends to protect their reputations as
official biographers. Thomas Hardy went so far as to compose his own life story to be published after his
death, while falsely assigning authorship to his widow. After a brief background sketch of the history of
biography from Greco-Roman times to the present, Donaldson recounts his experiences in writing
biographies of a broad range of twentieth-century American writers: Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald,
John Cheever, Archibald MacLeish, Edwin Arlington Robinson, Winfield Townley Scott, and Charlie
Fenton.

Donaldson provides readers with a highly readable insiders’ introduction to literary biography. He suggests
how to conduct interviews, and what not to do during the process. He offers sound advice about how closely
biographers should identify with their subjects. He examines the ethical obligations of the biographer, who
must aim for the truth without unduly or unnecessarily causing discomfort or worse to survivors. He shows
us why and how misinformation comes into existence and tends to persist over time. He describes “the
mythical ideal biographer,” an imaginary creature of universal intelligence and myriad talents beyond the
reach of any single human being. And he suggests how its very impossibility makes the goal of writing a
biography that captures the personality of an author a challenge well worth pursuing.
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From reader reviews:

Antoine Dejean:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important usually. The book The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography (Penn State
Series in the History of the Book) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve The Impossible Craft: Literary
Biography (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) is not only giving you far more new information
but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship while using book The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography (Penn State Series in the
History of the Book). You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Doyle Swoope:

Beside this The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography (Penn State Series in the
History of the Book) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from right now!

Steven Barraza:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography
(Penn State Series in the History of the Book) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?

Laura Bradberry:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography (Penn State Series in the History of the
Book) when you required it?
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