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The generalship of Robert E. Lee, the Confederacy's greatest commander, has long fascinated students of the
American Civil War. In assessing Lee and his military career, historians have faced the great challenge of
explaining how a man who achieved extraordinary battlefield success in 1862—1863 ended up surrendering
his army and accepting the defeat of his cause in 1865. How, in just under two years, could Lee, the Army of
Northern Virginia, and the Confederacy have gone from soaring triumph at Chancellorsville to total defeat at
Appomattox Court House?

In this reexamination of the last two years of Lee's storied military career, Ethan S. Rafuse offers aclear,
informative, and insightful account of Le€'s ultimately unsuccessful struggle to defend the Confederacy
against arelentless and determined foe. Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy describes the great
campaigns that shaped the course of this crucial period in American history, the challenges Lee faced in each
battle, and the dramatic events that determined the war's outcome.

In addition to providing readable and richly detailed narratives of such campaigns as Gettysburg, Bristoe
Station, Spotsylvania, and Appomattox, Rafuse offers compelling analysis of Lee's performance as a
commander and of the strategic and operational contexts that influenced the course of the war. He superbly
describes and explains the factors that shaped Union and Confederate strategy, how both sides approached
thewar in Virginiafrom an operational standpoint, differencesin the two sides respective military
capabilities, and how these forces shaped the course and outcome of events on the battlefield.

Richininsights and analysis, this book provides afull, balanced, and cogent account of how even the best

efforts of one of history's great commanders could not prevent the total defeat of hisarmy and its cause. It
will appeal to anyone with an interest in the career of Robert E. Lee and the military history of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:
Rose Warfield:

The book Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on
the Civil War Era) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave avery important thing like a book Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The
American Crisis Series. Books on the Civil War Era)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that will book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books
on the Civil War Era) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you.

Y ou can search the enormous world by start and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Gayle Stalder:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Robert E. Lee and the
Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
inthisera.

Anthony Brown:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865
(The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) or perhaps others sources were given know-how
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Robert E. Lee and the Fall
of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) to make your
gpare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Vincent Olson:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to thelibrary or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see



colorful photos on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this age, many waysto get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series:
Books on the Civil War Era) can make you sense more interested to read.
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