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Some of medieval culture's most arresting images and stories inextricably associate love and death. Thus the
troubadour Jaufre Rudel dies in the arms of the countess of Tripoli, having loved her from afar without ever
having seen her. Or in Marie de France's Chevrefoil, Tristan and Iseult's fatal love is hauntingly symbolized
by the fatally entwined honeysuckle and hazel. And who could forget the ethereal spectacle of the Damoisele
of Escalot's body carried
to Camelot on a supernatural funerary boat with a letter on her breast explaining how her unrequited love for
Lancelot killed her? Medieval literature is fascinated with the idea that love may be a fatal affliction. Indeed,
it is frequently suggested that true love requires sacrifice, that you must be ready
to die for, from, and in love. Love, in other words, is represented, sometimes explicitly, as a form of
martyrdom, a notion that is repeatedly reinforced by courtly literature's borrowing of religious vocabulary
and imagery. The paradigm of the martyr to love has of course remained compelling in the early modern and
modern period.

This book seeks to explore what is at stake in medieval literature's preoccupation with love's martyrdom.
Informed by modern theoretical approaches, particularly Lacanian psychoanalysis and Jacques Derrida's
work on ethics, it offers new readings of a wide range of French and Occitan courtly texts from the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries, and argues that a new secular ethics of desire emerges from courtly literature
because of its fascination with death. This book also examines the interplay
between lyric and romance in courtly literary culture and shows how courtly literature's predilection for
sacrificial desire imposes a repressive sex-gender system that may then be subverted by fictional women and
queers who either fail to die on cue, or who die in troublesome and disruptive
ways.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Williams:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Love and Death in Medieval French and
Occitan Courtly Literature: Martyrs to Love is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Henry Vance:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Love and Death in Medieval French and Occitan Courtly
Literature: Martyrs to Love can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

William Stone:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be go through. Love and Death in Medieval French and Occitan Courtly Literature: Martyrs to Love
can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

John Starr:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Love
and Death in Medieval French and Occitan Courtly Literature: Martyrs to Love.
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