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The distinguished philosopher Robert M. Adams presents a major work on virtue, which is once again a
central topic in ethical thought. A Theory of Virtue is a systematic, comprehensive framework for thinking
about the moral evaluation of character. Many recent attempts to stake out a place in moral philosophy for
this concern define virtue in terms of its benefits for the virtuous person or for human society more generally.
In Part One Adams presents and defends a conception of virtue as intrinsic excellence of character, worth
prizing for its own sake and not only for its benefits. In the other two parts he addresses two challenges to the
ancient idea of excellence of character.

One challenge arises from the importance of altruism in modern ethical thought, and the question of what
altruism has to do with intrinsic excellence. Part Two argues that altruistic benevolence does indeed have a
crucial place in excellence of character, but that moral virtue should also be expected to involve excellence
in being for other goods besides the well-being (and the rights) of other persons. It explores relations among
cultural goods, personal relationships, one's own good, and the good of others, as objects of excellent
motives.

The other challenge, the subject of Part Three of the book, is typified by doubts about the reality of moral
virtue, arising from experiments and conclusions in social psychology. Adams explores in detail the
prospects for an empirically realistic conception of excellence of character as an object of moral aspiration,
endeavor, and education. He argues that such a conception will involve renunciation of the ancient thesis of
the unity or mutual implication of all virtues, and acknowledgment of sufficient 'moral luck' in the
development of any individual's character to make virtue very largely a gift, rather than an individual
achievement, though nonetheless excellent and admirable for that.
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From reader reviews:

John Krumm:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good.

David Lalonde:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good book is readable by
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated
with A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good content conveys objective easily to understand
by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you continue to thinking A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Michael Turner:

The book A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good has a lot associated with on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after reading this article book.

Robert Bryant:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this modern
era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good when you essential it?
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