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A Shropshire Lad is a collection of sixty-three poems by the English poet Alfred Edward Housman. Some of
the better-known poems in the book are “To an Athlete Dying Young”, “Loveliest of Trees, the Cherry
Now”, “The Lent Lily” and “When I Was One-and-Twenty”.
 
The collection was published in 1896. Housman originally titled the book The Poems of Terence Hearsay,
referring to a character there, but changed the title at the suggestion of his publisher.
 
A Shropshire Lad was first published in 1896 at Housman’s own expense after several publishers had turned
it down. His colleagues and students were surprised by the emotional depth and vulnerability it revealed in
an apparently distant and self-contained man. At first the book sold slowly, but during the Second Boer War
(1899–1902), Housman’s nostalgic description of rural life and young men’s early deaths struck a chord with
English readers and the book became a best-seller. Its popularity increased during World War I. Arthur
Somervell and other composers were inspired by the folksong-like simplicity of the poems, and the most
famous musical settings are by George Butterworth (Six Songs from A Shropshire Lad and Bredon Hill and
Other Songs) and Ralph Vaughan Williams (On Wenlock Edge), with others by Ivor Gurney, John Ireland
and Ernest John Moeran.
 
Housman was surprised by the success of A Shropshire Lad, thinking that its deep pessimism and obsession
with death, without the consolations of religion, would not appeal to a Victorian audience. The poems are set
in a half-imaginary pastoral Shropshire, “the land of lost content”, and Housman wrote most of them before
visiting the county. He described the transience of love and youth in simple, unadorned language that many
critics of the time thought old-fashioned. Housman himself acknowledged the influence of the songs of
William Shakespeare, the Scottish Border ballads and Heinrich Heine, but specifically denied any influence
of Greek and Latin classics in his poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Mazzariello:

In other case, little men and women like to read book A Shropshire Lad. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book A Shropshire Lad. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's read.

Nikki Jones:

Here thing why this kind of A Shropshire Lad are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying
a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. A
Shropshire Lad giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no book that similar with A Shropshire Lad. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of A Shropshire Lad in e-book can be your
alternative.

Cecil Andrade:

The publication untitled A Shropshire Lad is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see
the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of A Shropshire Lad from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Annis Blank:

You will get this A Shropshire Lad by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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