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This powerful novel by Mo Yan—one of contemporary China’s most famous and prolific writers—is both a
stirring love story and an unsparing critique of political corruption during the final years of the Qing
Dynasty, China’s last imperial epoch.

Sandalwood Death is set during the Boxer Rebellion (1898–1901)—an anti-imperialist struggle waged by
North China’s farmers and craftsmen in opposition to Western influence. Against a broad historical canvas,
the novel centers on the interplay between its female protagonist, Sun Meiniang, and the three paternal
figures in her life. One of these men is her biological father, Sun Bing, an opera virtuoso and a leader of the
Boxer Rebellion. As the bitter events surrounding the revolt unfold, we watch Sun Bing march toward his
cruel fate, the gruesome “sandalwood punishment,” whose purpose, as in crucifixions, is to keep the
condemned individual alive in mind-numbing pain as long as possible.

Filled with the sensual imagery and lacerating expressions for which Mo Yan is so celebrated, Sandalwood
Death brilliantly exhibits a range of artistic styles, from stylized arias and poetry to the antiquated idiom of
late Imperial China to contemporary prose. Its starkly beautiful language is here masterfully rendered into
English by renowned translator Howard Goldblatt.
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From reader reviews:

Yasmin Parker:

In other case, little persons like to read book Sandalwood Death: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book
Series). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book Sandalwood Death: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Arthur Johnson:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Sandalwood Death: A Novel
(Chinese Literature Today Book Series) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jill Weber:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Sandalwood Death: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get just before. The Sandalwood Death: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book
Series) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts
for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going
to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Michael Major:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book Sandalwood Death: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series) we can get more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Sandalwood



Death: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series). You can more pleasing than now.
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