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Explores the religious, political, and cultural significance attributed to music in early China.

In early China, conceptions of music became important culturally and politically. This fascinating book
examines a wide range of texts and discourse on music during this period (ca. 500–100 BCE) in light of the
rise of religious, protoscientific beliefs on the intrinsic harmony of the cosmos. By tracking how music began
to take on cosmic and religious significance, Erica Fox Brindley shows how music was used as a tool for
such enterprises as state unification and cultural imperialism. She also outlines how musical discourse
accompanied the growth of an explicit psychology of the emotions, served as a fundamental medium for
spiritual attunement with the cosmos, and was thought to have utility and potency in medicine. While
discussions of music in state ritual or as an aesthetic and cultural practice abound, this book is unique in
linking music to religious belief and demonstrating its convergences with key religious, political, and
intellectual transformations in early China.

“Brindley’s study of music in early China makes an important contribution to our understanding of this
highly consequential art form … By not limiting its analysis to a specific text or time, the book explores
broad-ranging connections that might otherwise remain obscure if limited by now obsolete divisions such as
Confucianism or Daoism.” — Journal of Chinese Religions

“Taking full advantage of the plethora of newly excavated manuscripts, this book is a welcome addition to
the study of early Chinese intellectual and cultural history … [the book] is an important study that breaks
new ground in a regrettably understudied area of Chinese thought.” — Journal of Asian Studies

“This is an enormous contribution to the field in terms of addressing some early conceptions of music and its
social, cultural, and political role in the developing political and cosmic system based on correlative
thinking, or as the author puts it, a ‘cosmology of mystical resonance.’” — Joanne D. Birdwhistell, author of
Mencius and Masculinities: Dynamics of Power, Morality, and Maternal Thinking

Erica Fox Brindley is Associate Professor of History, Asian Studies, and Religious Studies at the
Pennsylvania State University. She is the author of Individualism in Early China: Human Agency and the
Self in Thought and Politics.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Gardner:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Music, Cosmology, and the Politics of Harmony
in Early China (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) to read.

Paul Blum:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Music,
Cosmology, and the Politics of Harmony in Early China (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture)
suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Music,
Cosmology, and the Politics of Harmony in Early China (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture)is
a single of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world within this book.

Travis Pope:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Music, Cosmology, and
the Politics of Harmony in Early China (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said
as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants
to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can
pick Music, Cosmology, and the Politics of Harmony in Early China (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy
and Culture) become your own personal starter.

Edward Grimes:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't



see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Music, Cosmology, and the Politics of Harmony in Early China
(SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can make you experience more interested to read.
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