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Looks at the role of Jewish American fiction in the larger context of American culture.

In American Talmud, Ezra Cappell redefines the genre of Jewish American fiction and places it squarely
within the larger context of American literature. Cappell departs from the conventional approach of defining
Jewish American authors solely in terms of their ethnic origins and sociological constructs, and instead
contextualizes their fiction within the theological heritage of Jewish culture. By deliberately emphasizing
historical and ethnographic links to religions, religious texts, and traditions, Cappell demonstrates that
twentieth-century and contemporary Jewish American fiction writers have been codifying a new Talmud, an
American Talmud, and argues that the literary production of Jews in America might be seen as one more
stage of rabbinic commentary on the scriptural inheritance of the Jewish people.

“This study helpfully classifies a subculture of American literature.” — American Jewish History

“Ezra Cappell’s American Talmud is a brave book.” — American Literary Scholarship

“The question of the Jewishness of Jewish American writers is the central question of the genre, and Cappell
tackles this question head on. Cappell’s incisive, wise, and utterly convincing examination of the theological
underpinnings of the contemporary Jewish American imagination will surely have to be reckoned with as it
cuts against the grain of much contemporary literary criticism in the field.” — Andrew Furman, author of
Israel Through the Jewish-American Imagination: A Survey of Jewish-American Literature on Israel,
1928–1995

“With both authority and a rare kind of scholarly clarity, Cappell connects the issues of Jewish
modernity—identity, memory, nature of evil, role of God in history—between Talmud and postmodernity in
America. This book not only makes the case for the continuing habit of Jewish American writers to revisit
their religious archives, but also for cultural studies to include the sedimentation of religious culture in its
historicizing of American culture.” — Gloria L. Cronin, coeditor of Jewish American and Holocaust
Literature: Representation in the Postmodern World

Ezra Cappell is Assistant Professor of English and Director of the Inter-American Jewish Studies Program at
the University of Texas at El Paso.
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From reader reviews:

William Nix:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book American Talmud: The Cultural Work of
Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in Modern Jewish Literature and Culture) will make you to become
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which
open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Veronica Mei:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on guardería until university need that American Talmud: The Cultural Work of
Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in Modern Jewish Literature and Culture) to read.

Geneva Orta:

Beside this kind of American Talmud: The Cultural Work of Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in
Modern Jewish Literature and Culture) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
American Talmud: The Cultural Work of Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in Modern Jewish
Literature and Culture) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Heidi Garcia:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication American Talmud: The Cultural Work of Jewish American Fiction
(SUNY series in Modern Jewish Literature and Culture) was filled about science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era



like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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