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America’s model of representational government rests on the premise that elected officials respond to the
opinions of citizens. This is a myth, however, not a reality, according to James N. Druckman and Lawrence
R. Jacobs. In Who Governs?, Druckman and Jacobs combine existing research with novel data from US
presidential archives to show that presidents make policy by largely ignoring the views of most citizens in
favor of affluent and well-connected political insiders. Presidents treat the public as pliable, priming it to
focus on personality traits and often ignoring it on policies that fail to become salient.

Melding big debates about democratic theory with existing research on American politics and innovative use
of the archives of three modern presidents—Johnson, Nixon, and Reagan—Druckman and Jacobs deploy
lively and insightful analysis to show that the conventional model of representative democracy bears little
resemblance to the actual practice of American politics. The authors conclude by arguing that polyarchy and
the promotion of accelerated citizen mobilization and elite competition can improve democratic
responsiveness. An incisive study of American politics and the flaws of representative government, this book
will be warmly welcomed by readers interested in US politics, public opinion, democratic theory, and the
fecklessness of American leadership and decision-making.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Frazier:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Who Governs?: Presidents,
Public Opinion, and Manipulation (Chicago Studies in American Politics) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick
Who Governs?: Presidents, Public Opinion, and Manipulation (Chicago Studies in American Politics)
become your own starter.

Edgar Curtis:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication
that need more time to be go through. Who Governs?: Presidents, Public Opinion, and Manipulation
(Chicago Studies in American Politics) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have
those short time problems.

Lily Terry:

This Who Governs?: Presidents, Public Opinion, and Manipulation (Chicago Studies in American Politics) is
completely new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest
in reading this Who Governs?: Presidents, Public Opinion, and Manipulation (Chicago Studies in American
Politics) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Pandora Rice:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A



substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Who
Governs?: Presidents, Public Opinion, and Manipulation (Chicago Studies in American Politics).
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