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Love of home life, the intimate moments a family peacefully enjoyed in seclusion, had long been considered
a hallmark of English character even before the Victorian era. But the Victorians attached unprecedented
importance to domesticity, romanticizing the family in every medium from novels to government reports, to
the point where actual families felt anxious and the public developed a fierce appetite for scandal. Here
Karen Chase and Michael Levenson explore how intimacy became a spectacle and how this paradox
energized Victorian culture between 1835 and 1865. They tell a story of a society continually perfecting the
forms of private pleasure and yet forever finding its secrets exposed to view. The friction between the two
conditions sparks insightful discussions of authority and sentiment, empire and middle-class politics.

The book recovers neglected episodes of this mid-century drama: the adultery trial of Caroline Norton and
the Prime Minister, Lord Melbourne; the Bedchamber Crisis of the young Queen Victoria; the Bloomer craze
of the 1850s; and Robert Kerr's influential treatise, celebrating the ideal of the English Gentleman's House.
The literary representation of household life--in Dickens, Tennyson, Ellis, and Oliphant, among others--is
placed in relation to such public spectacles as the Deceased Wife's Sister Bill of 1848, the controversy over
divorce in the years 1854-1857, and the triumphant return of Florence Nightingale from the Crimea. These
colorful incidents create a telling new portrait of Victorian family life, one that demands a fundamental
rethinking of the relation between public and private spheres.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Sierra:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Spectacle of Intimacy: A Public Life for the Victorian Family (Literature in History).

Theodore Rios:

The e-book with title The Spectacle of Intimacy: A Public Life for the Victorian Family (Literature in
History) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Sang Weems:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Spectacle of Intimacy: A Public Life for the
Victorian Family (Literature in History), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Gloria Lentz:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list is actually The Spectacle of Intimacy: A Public Life for the
Victorian Family (Literature in History). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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