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In 1846, French Canadian-born A. M. A. Blanchet was named the first Catholic bishop of WallaWallain the
area soon to become Washington Territory. He arrived at Fort WallaWallain late September 1847, part of
the largest movement over the Oregon Trail to date. During the thirty-two years of Blanchet's tenurein the
Northwest, the region underwent profound social and political change as the Hudson's Bay Company moved
headquarters and many operations north following the Oregon Treaty, U.S. government and institutions were
established, and Native American inhabitants dealt with displacement and discrimination. Blanchet
chronicled both his own pastoral and administrative life and his observations on the world around himin a
voluminous correspondence-almost nine hundred letters-to religious superiors and colleaguesin Montreal,
Paris, and Rome; funding organizations; other missionaries; and U.S. officials. This selection of Blanchet's
letters provides a fascinating view of Washington Territory as seen through the eyes of an intelligent, devout,
energetic, perceptive, and occasionally irascible cleric and administrator.

Almost all of Blanchet's correspondence was in French. Roberta Stringham Brown and Patricia O'Connell
Killen have chosen forty-five of those letters to tranglate and annotate, creating a history of early Washington
that provides new insights into relationships, events, and personalities. A number of the letters provide first-
hand glimpses of familiar events, such as the Whitman tragedy, the California gold rush, Indian wars and
land displacement, transportation advances, and the domestic material culture of a frontier borderland.
Others voice the hardships of historically underrepresented groups, including Native Americans, Metis, and
French Canadians, and the experiences of ordinary people in growing population centers such as Seattle,
WallaWalla, and VVancouver, Wash-ington. Still others describe the struggle to bring social, medical, and
educational institutions to the region, a struggle in which women religious workers played akey role. The
|etters-and the editors fascinating annotations-provide an engaging and insightful look at an important period
in the history of the Pacific Northwest and southwest Canada.
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From reader reviews:
Karl Schueller:

Now aday people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How alot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Selected Lettersof A. M. A.
Blanchet: Bishop of WallaWalla and Nesqualy (1846-1879) book as this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Karl Hender son:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking serioudly
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Selected Letters of A. M. A. Blanchet: Bishop of Walla
Wallaand Nesqualy (1846-1879) as the daily resource information.

Denise Wallis:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many waysto share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especialy fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Selected L etters
of A. M. A. Blanchet: Bishop of WallaWallaand Nesqualy (1846-1879), you may tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Amy Gutierrez:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Selected Letters of A. M. A. Blanchet: Bishop of WallaWalla and Nesqualy (1846-
1879) this book consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. This book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why



this book acceptable all of you.
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