
Secrecy in the Sunshine Era: The Promise and
Failures of U.S. Open Government Laws

Jason Ross Arnold

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00OABWPSA
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00OABWPSA
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00OABWPSA


Secrecy in the Sunshine Era: The Promise and Failures of
U.S. Open Government Laws

Jason Ross Arnold

Secrecy in the Sunshine Era: The Promise and Failures of U.S. Open Government Laws Jason Ross
Arnold
A series of laws passed in the 1970s promised the nation unprecedented transparency in government, a
veritable "sunshine era." Though citizens enjoyed a new arsenal of secrecy-busting tools, officials developed
a handy set of workarounds, from over classification to concealment, shredding, and burning. It is this dark
side of the sunshine era that Jason Ross Arnold explores in the first comprehensive, comparative history of
presidential resistance to the new legal regime, from Reagan-Bush to the first term of Obama-Biden.

After examining what makes a necessary and unnecessary secret, Arnold considers the causes of excessive
secrecy, and why we observe variation across administrations. While some administrations deserve the scorn
of critics for exceptional secrecy, the book shows excessive secrecy was a persistent problem well before
9/11, during Democratic and Republican administrations alike. Regardless of party, administrations have
consistently worked to weaken the system's legal foundations.

The book reveals episode after episode of evasive maneuvers, rule bending, clever rhetorical gambits, and
downright defiance; an army of secrecy workers in a dizzying array of institutions labels all manner of
documents "top secret," while other government workers and agencies manage to suppress information with
a "sensitive but unclassified" designation. For example, the health effects of Agent Orange, and antibiotic-
resistant bacteria leaking out of Midwestern hog farms are considered too "sensitive" for public
consumption. These examples and many more document how vast the secrecy system has grown during the
sunshine era.

Rife with stories of vital scientific evidence withheld, justice eluded, legalities circumvented, and the public
interest flouted, Secrecy in the Sunshine Era reveals how our information society has been kept in the dark in
too many ways and for too long.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

The actual book Secrecy in the Sunshine Era: The Promise and Failures of U.S. Open Government Laws will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Secrecy in the
Sunshine Era: The Promise and Failures of U.S. Open Government Laws is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Pamela Steele:

Secrecy in the Sunshine Era: The Promise and Failures of U.S. Open Government Laws can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Secrecy in the Sunshine Era: The Promise and Failures of U.S. Open Government
Laws nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
pondering.

Jonathan Leake:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can
improve your knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will
get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review,
you can read education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort
of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Secrecy in the Sunshine Era: The Promise and Failures of U.S.
Open Government Laws will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Ann Conley:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is identified as of book Secrecy in the Sunshine Era: The Promise and Failures of U.S. Open Government
Laws. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one location to other place.
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