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This eye-opening study draws attention to the largely neglected form of the early modern prologue. Reading
the prologue in performed as well as printed contexts, Douglas Bruster and Robert Weimann take us beyond
concepts of stability and autonomy in dramatic beginnings to reveal the crucial cultural functions performed
by the prologue in Elizabethan England.
While its most basic task is to seize the attention of a noisy audience, the prologue's more significant
threshold position is used to usher spectators and actors through a rite of passage. Engaging competing
claims, expectations and offerings, the prologue introduces, authorizes and, critically, straddles the worlds of
the actual theatrical event and the 'counterfeit' world on stage. In this way, prologues occupy a unique and
powerful position between two orders of cultural practice and perception.
Close readings of prologues by Shakespeare and his contemporaries, including Marlowe, Peele and Lyly,
demonstrate the prologue's role in representing both the world in the play and playing in the world. Through
their detailed examination of this remarkable form and its functions, the authors provide a fascinating
perspective on early modern drama, a perspective that enriches our knowledge of the plays' socio-cultural
context and their mode of theatrical address and action.
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From reader reviews:

Mellisa White:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Prologues to Shakespeare's Theatre: Performance and
Liminality in Early Modern Drama. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important the book Prologues to Shakespeare's Theatre: Performance and Liminality
in Early Modern Drama. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Rick Maldonado:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Prologues to Shakespeare's Theatre: Performance and
Liminality in Early Modern Drama can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lawrence Caulfield:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer can be Prologues to Shakespeare's Theatre: Performance and Liminality in Early Modern
Drama why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Thomas Burke:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Prologues to Shakespeare's Theatre: Performance and
Liminality in Early Modern Drama or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
or students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Prologues to Shakespeare's Theatre: Performance and Liminality



in Early Modern Drama to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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