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Bryan Roberts’ study of two poor neighborhoods of Guatemala City is an important contribution to the
understanding of the urban social and power organization of underdeveloped countries. It is the first major
study of any Central American urban population.

Organizing Strangers gives an account of how poor people cope with an unstable and mobile urban
environment, and case material is provided on the emergence of collective action among them. Several
themes that are crucial to understanding the significance of urban growth in the underdeveloped world are
explored: the impact of city life on rural migrants, the relationship between living in cities and the
development of class consciousness, and the changing significance of personal relationships as a means of
organizing social and economic life.

Guatemala City’s rapid growth and low level of industrialization created a keen competition for jobs and
available living space and inhibited the development of cohesive residential groupings. Thus the poor found
themselves living and working with people who were mostly strangers. Trust is difficult to create in such an
environment, and the absence of trust affected the capacity of the poor to organize themselves.

While the poor were integrated into city life, the manner of their integration exposed them to greater
exploitation than if they were truly socially isolated or marginal. Bryan Roberts analyzes a variety of
formally organized voluntary associations involving the poor and concludes that such associations are
essentially means by which middle- and upper-status groups seek to negotiate order among the poor.

The problems faced by these poor families are due less to their own incapacities or inactivity than to the
effects of economic and political relationships that exploit them locally, nationally, and even internationally.
A major conclusion of this study is that the uncertainties in the relationships among poor people and between
them and other social groups are the underlying causes of a general political and economic instability.
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From reader reviews:

Coleman Jones:

The book Organizing Strangers: Poor Families in Guatemala City gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Organizing Strangers: Poor Families in Guatemala City to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like wide open and read a e-book Organizing Strangers: Poor Families in Guatemala City. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Wilma Baca:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Organizing Strangers: Poor Families in Guatemala
City as your daily resource information.

Leonard Bartow:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that
you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may
be the reserve untitled Organizing Strangers: Poor Families in Guatemala City can be fine book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.

Jeremy Jones:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Organizing Strangers: Poor Families in Guatemala City this reserve consist a lot of
the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made



some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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