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Have campaign finance reform laws actually worked? Is money less influential in electing candidates today
than it was thirty years ago when legislation was first enacted? Absolutely not, argues Rodney A. Smith in
this passionately written, fact-filled, and provocative book. According to Smith, the laws have had exactly
the opposite of their intended effect. They have increased the likelihood that incumbents in the House and
Senate will be reelected, and they have greatly diminished the chances that candidates who are not wealthy
will be elected. Smith's claims are supported by convincing data; he collected and analyzed information
about all federal elections since 1920. These data show clearly that money matters now more than ever.

Smith thinks that reform legislation has created a new inequality for candidates that, if left unchecked,
threatens to destroy the American electoral process by obliterating the foundational principle of free speech.
He argues that "money buys speech" and when candidates lack money to buy media time and space they are
effectively silenced. Their inability to "speak freely" violates the most significant intentions of our nation's
founders: that a sovereign citizenry elect its own leaders based on a free exchange of ideas. For Smith,
campaign finance reform has unwittingly unbalanced the checks and balances created by the Framers of the
Constitution.

After presenting a detailed historical overview of how we have reached the present crisis, Smith proposes a
simple solution: institute a process that completely discloses relevant information about campaign donors
and recipients of donations. All disclosures would be available to the media, which would be able to
investigate and report them fully. Only then, Smith believes, will the United States have the opportunity to
be the democratic republic that its founders intended.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Nelson:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Money, Power, and Elections: How Campaign
Finance Reform Subverts American Democracy (Media & Public Affairs) is our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Scott Duran:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Money, Power, and
Elections: How Campaign Finance Reform Subverts American Democracy (Media & Public Affairs) is kind
of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Shantel McCary:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled Money, Power, and Elections: How Campaign Finance
Reform Subverts American Democracy (Media & Public Affairs) can be fine book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Jeffrey Price:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Money, Power, and Elections: How Campaign
Finance Reform Subverts American Democracy (Media & Public Affairs) why because the great cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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