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Jennifer Anna Gosetti-Ferencei demonstrates that the exotic, as reflected in major works of German literature
and in the philosophy and art that inspires it, provokes central questions about the modern self and the spaces
it inhabits. Exotic spaces in the writings of such authors as Thomas Mann, Franz Kafka, Stefan Zweig,
Robert Musil, Hugo von Hofmannsthal, Gottfried Benn, and Bertold Brecht, along with the thought of
Nietzsche, Freud, Levi-Strauss, and Simmel and the art of German Expressionism, are shown to present
alternatives to the landscape and experience of modernity. In an examination of the concept of the exotic and
of spatial experience in their cultural, subjective, and philosophical contingencies, Gosetti-Ferencei shows
that exotic spaces may contest and reconfigure the relationship between the familiar and the foreign, the self
and the other. Exotic spaces may serve not only to affirm the subject in a symbolic conquering of territory, as
emphasized in post-colonial interpretations, or project the fantasy of escapism to a lost paradise, as utopian
readings suggest, but condition moral, aesthetic, or imaginative transformation. Such transformation, while
risking disaster or dissolution of the self as well as endangerment of the other, may promote new possibilities
of perceiving or being, and reconfigure the boundaries of a familiar world. As exotic spaces are conceived as
mystical, liberating, erotic, infectious, frightening or mysterious, several possibilities for transformation
emerge in their exposure: re-enchantment through epiphany; the collapse of the rational self; liberation of the
imagination from the confines of the familiar world; and aesthetic transformation, revealing the
paradoxically 'primitive' nature of modern experience. In strikingly original readings of canonical authors
and compelling rediscoveries of forgotten ones, this study establishes that exotic experience can evidence the
fragility of the European or Germanic self as depicted in modernist literature, revealing the usually
unconsidered boundaries of the subject's own familiar world.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Knudsen:

The book Exotic Spaces in German Modernism (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make examining a book Exotic Spaces in German Modernism (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature
Monographs) to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a e-book
Exotic Spaces in German Modernism (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs). Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Barbara Baker:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Exotic Spaces in
German Modernism (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Carl Guerra:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Exotic Spaces in German Modernism (Oxford Modern Languages and
Literature Monographs) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Robert Shaw:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list will be Exotic Spaces in German Modernism (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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