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Amid the soaring grandeur of arches and spires lurks a more down-to-earth architectural flourish: the
grinning head of a gargoyle. Singly and clustered, these intriguing creatures form as distinctive an element of
Gothic architecture as the flying buttress. Nowhere are they more prominent than along the walls of French
cathedrals, and this magnificently illustrated volume prowls the ramparts of those medieval buildings to
discover hundreds of authentic gargoyle carvings.
According to tradition, the gargoyles were posted as sentries, to ward off malevolent spirits and to remind
parishioners of the evil beyond the church doors. Author Lester Burbank Bridaham takes a more optimistic
view. Noting the stone guardians' whimsical nature, he discusses the artisanal ingenuity involved in their
creation. He also points out how they represented a rare sense of freedom in the Middle Ages, in terms of
public satire and unbridled artistic enthusiasm. As this book reveals, the timeless appeal of the
gargoyle—whether symbolic, spiritual, decorative, or fanciful—continues to captivate the imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Bobby:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic
Architecture (Dover Architecture). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important a book The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture
(Dover Architecture). You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Andre Roberts:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic
Architecture (Dover Architecture) had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples
from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) is not only giving you considerably more new information
but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship while using book The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic
Architecture (Dover Architecture). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some
books.

John Richey:

The event that you get from The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover
Architecture) could be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Gargoyle
Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this kind of The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover
Architecture) instantly.

Shameka Nye:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From



media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture)
when you desired it?
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