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The lifestyle of the classical Greeks often seems disappointingly modest when compared to those of other
legendary civilizations. Where are the marble floors, the pillared halls, the gilden rooms? Even the
Athenians, the richest and most poweful of the Greeks, were said by one contemporary to dress no better
than slaves.

Athenians, however, were as skilled at spending as their playwrights were at devising tragedies. Vast estates
vanished overnight, squandered not on material luxury but on eating, drinking, and sex--ephemeral pleasures
that left no monuments but are recounted in numerous ancient texts.

Much of what they describe seems familiar--the pleasures of wine, the dangers of seduction, a
mouthwatering plate of squid--but some stories are more puzzling: savages on the shores of the Persian Gulf
who live off bread made of fish-flour; Alexander the Great drinks a toast that kills him; Socrates interrogates
a beautiful woman who lives in luxury with no obvious means of support.

James Davidson masterfully unravels these strange anecdotes, casting new light not only on ancient
pleasures but on the Ancient World as a whole. Full of intriguing detail and perspicacious insight,
Courtesans and Fishcakes takes swipe at the old scholarship (Freud, Nietzsche, Foucault) and lays the
groundwork for the new, delivering a fascinating and engagingly written study of the hedonism that ruled
Athens.
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From reader reviews:

Doreen Harry:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Courtesans & Fishcakes:
The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens to read.

Stephen Bruns:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is definitely Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens.

Jeremy Gable:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens which is keeping the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's view.

Gigi Brown:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the Courtesans & Fishcakes: The Consuming Passions of Classical Athens when you necessary
it?
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