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Building the Urban Environment is a comparative study of the contestation among planners, policymakers,
and the grassroots over the production and meaning of urban space. Award-winning historian Harold Platt
presents case studies of seven cities, including Rotterdam, Chicago, and Sao Paulo, to show how, over time,
urban life created hybrid spaces that transformed people, culture, and their environments. 

As Platt explains, during the post-1945 race to technological modernization, policymakers gave urban
planners of the International Style extraordinary influence to build their utopian vision of a self-sustaining
“organic city.” However, in the 1960s, they faced a revolt of the grassroots.  Building the Urban
Environment traces the rise and fall of the Modernist planners during an era of Cold War, urban crisis,
unnatural disasters, and global restructuring in the wake of the oil-energy embargo of the ’70s.

Ultimately, Platt provides a way to measure different visions of the postwar city against actual results in
terms of the built environment, contrasting how each city created a unique urban space.
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From reader reviews:

Penny Stout:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Building the Urban Environment: Visions of the Organic City in the United States, Europe, and Latin
America (Urban Life, Landscape and Policy).

Jennifer Wilson:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read.
In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The Building the
Urban Environment: Visions of the Organic City in the United States, Europe, and Latin America (Urban
Life, Landscape and Policy) provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Paula Adame:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Building the Urban Environment: Visions
of the Organic City in the United States, Europe, and Latin America (Urban Life, Landscape and Policy) is
simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Donna Muniz:

You will get this Building the Urban Environment: Visions of the Organic City in the United States, Europe,
and Latin America (Urban Life, Landscape and Policy) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern
era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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