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Uplifting the People is a history of the Alabama Missionary Baptist State Convention—its origins, churches,
associations, conventions, and leaders. Fallin demonstrates that a distinctive Afro-Baptist faith emerged as
slaves in Alabama combined the African religious emphasis on spirit possession, soul-travel, and rebirth with
the evangelical faith of Baptists. The denomination emphasizes a conversion experience that brings
salvation, spiritual freedom, love, joy, and patience, and also stresses liberation from slavery and oppression
and highlights the exodus experience. In examining the social and theological development of the Afro-
Baptist faith over the course of three centuries, Uplifting the People demonstrates how black Baptists in
Alabama used faith to cope with hostility and repression.

 

Fallin reveals that black Baptist churches were far more than places of worship. They functioned as self-help
institutions within black communities and served as gathering places for social clubs, benevolent
organizations, and political meetings. Church leaders did more than conduct services; they protested
segregation and disfranchisement, founded and operated schools, and provided community leaders for the
civil rights movement of the mid-20th century.

 

Through black churches, members built banking systems, insurance companies, and welfare structures. Since
the gains of the civil rights era, black Baptists have worked to maintain the accomplishments of that struggle,
church leaders continue to speak for social justice and the rights of the poor, and churches now house day
care and Head Start programs. Uplifting the People also explores the role of women, the relations between
black and white Baptists, and class formation within the black church.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Richardson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Uplifting the People: Three Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama (Religion & American Culture)
your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified
for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Uplifting the People:
Three Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama (Religion & American Culture) giving you a different
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Victor Brown:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Uplifting the People: Three
Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama (Religion & American Culture) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Uplifting the People: Three Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama (Religion & American Culture) become
your own starter.

David Earnest:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list is Uplifting the People: Three Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama
(Religion & American Culture). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

Sherry Holsey:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there



but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Uplifting the People: Three Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama
(Religion & American Culture) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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