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Not since Pearl Harbor has an American president gone to Congress to request a declaration of war.
Nevertheless, since then, one president after another, from Truman to Obama, has ordered American troops
into wars all over the world. From Korea to Vietnam, Panama to Grenada, Lebanon to Bosnia, Afghanistan
to Iraq—why have presidents sidestepped declarations of war? Marvin Kalb, former chief diplomatic
correspondent for CBS and NBC News, explores this key question in his thirteenth book about the
presidency and U.S. foreign policy.

Instead of a declaration of war, presidents have justified their war-making powers by citing "commitments,"
private and public, made by former presidents. Many of these commitments have been honored, but some
betrayed. Surprisingly, given the tight U.S.-Israeli relationship, Israeli leaders feel that at times they have
been betrayed by American presidents. Is it time for a negotiated defense treaty between the United States
and Israel as a way of substituting for a string of secret presidential commitments?

From Israel to Vietnam, presidential commitments have proven to be tricky and dangerous. For example, one
president after another committed the United States to the defense of South Vietnam, often without
explanation. Over the years, these commitments mushroomed into national policy, leading to a war costing
58,000 American lives. Few in Congress or the media chose to question the war's provenance or legitimacy,
until it was too late. No president saw the need for a declaration of war, considering one to be old-fashioned.

The word of a president can morph into a national commitment. It can become the functional equivalent of a
declaration of war. Therefore, whenever a president "commits"the United States to a policy or course of
action with, or increasingly without, congressional approval, watch out—the White House may be setting the
nation on a road toward war.

The Road to War was a 2013 Foreword Reviews honorable mention in the subject of War & Military.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Spears:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and
Betrayed.

Sherrie Smith:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Road to War: Presidential Commitments
Honored and Betrayed book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Marie Slaughter:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Road to War: Presidential
Commitments Honored and Betrayed book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Annmarie Windham:

Why? Because this The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and Betrayed is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.
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