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The ongoing effort of the United States to account for its missing Vietnam War soldiers is unique. The
United States requires the repatriation and positive identification of soldiers’ bodies to remove their names
from the list of the missing. This quest for certainty in the form of the material, identified body marks a
dramatic change from previous wars, in which circumstantial evidence often sufficed to account for missing
casualties. In The Remains of War, Thomas M. Hawley considers why the body of the missing soldier came
to assume such significance in the wake of the Vietnam War. Illuminating the relationship between the effort
to account for missing troops and the political and cultural forces of the post-Vietnam era, Hawley argues
that the body became the repository of the ambiguities and anxieties surrounding the U.S. involvement and
defeat in Southeast Asia.

Hawley combines the theoretical insights of Judith Butler, Michel Foucault, and Emmanuel Levinas with
detailed research into the history of the movement to recover the remains of soldiers missing in Vietnam. He
examines the practices that constitute the Defense Department’s accounting protocol: the archival research,
archaeological excavation, and forensic identification of recovered remains. He considers the role of the
American public and the families of missing soldiers in demanding the release of pows and encouraging the
recovery of the missing; the place of the body of the Vietnam veteran within the war’s legacy; and the ways
that memorials link individual bodies to the body politic. Highlighting the contradictions inherent in the
recovery effort, Hawley reflects on the ethical implications of the massive endeavor of the American
government and many officials in Vietnam to account for the remains of American soldiers.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Cobb:

The book The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics, and the Search for American Soldiers Unaccounted For in
Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and Culture) can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics, and the
Search for American Soldiers Unaccounted For in Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and Culture)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Remains of War:
Bodies, Politics, and the Search for American Soldiers Unaccounted For in Southeast Asia (Politics, History,
and Culture) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Nathan Weaver:

This The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics, and the Search for American Soldiers Unaccounted For in
Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and Culture) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific
The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics, and the Search for American Soldiers Unaccounted For in Southeast
Asia (Politics, History, and Culture) without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics, and the Search for
American Soldiers Unaccounted For in Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and Culture) can bring whenever
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even phone. This The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics, and the Search for American Soldiers
Unaccounted For in Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and Culture) having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Russell Pittman:

The particular book The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics, and the Search for American Soldiers
Unaccounted For in Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and Culture) will bring that you the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read,
this book very ideal to you. The book The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics, and the Search for American
Soldiers Unaccounted For in Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and Culture) is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

George Williams:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like



comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Remains of War: Bodies,
Politics, and the Search for American Soldiers Unaccounted For in Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and
Culture) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics, and the
Search for American Soldiers Unaccounted For in Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and Culture) become
your personal starter.
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