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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7, Humboldt-
University of Berlin (Institut für Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: "Death and Sexuality in Early American
Narratives", language: English, abstract: In the following paper I will subject the character of Edna Pontellier
in Kate Chopin´s The Awakening to a critical analysis. Edna Pontellier`s death at the end of the novel is not
the essential sense. Since the society of her time cannot allow such an “awakening” of individuality to take
place, Edna is fated to die. Therefore death is a forgone conclusion. Given that Kate Chopin tried to paint the
picture of a truly liberated, independent, and individual woman, she cannot let Edna go back to her
conventional life, which would be the only alternative. Following the biography of Kate Chopin closely, the
reader discovers many parrallels between Kate Chopin`s life and the character of Edna Pontellier. The novel
does not, as some critics of Kate Chopin`s time have claimed, lack “authorial comment and judgement“.1
Kate Chopin`s novel was meant as a judgement of the Creole society of her time. Therefore it is important to
examine the characters and the events that are crucial for the development that leads to the tragic end of Edna
Pontellier. Starting with her husband, Léonce Pontellier, whom she does not love, I will discuss in what way
the main characters Adèle Ratignolle, Mademoiselle Reisz, Alcée Arobin and Robert Lebrun are responsible
for Edna´s “awakening”.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Sanders:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this "The Awakening" by Kate Chopin - Edna Pontellier, a woman
fated to die.

Gabriel Cleveland:

The book "The Awakening" by Kate Chopin - Edna Pontellier, a woman fated to die make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book "The
Awakening" by Kate Chopin - Edna Pontellier, a woman fated to die to become your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like available and read a guide "The Awakening" by Kate Chopin - Edna Pontellier,
a woman fated to die. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Annis Blank:

The reserve untitled "The Awakening" by Kate Chopin - Edna Pontellier, a woman fated to die is the reserve
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of "The Awakening" by Kate Chopin - Edna Pontellier, a
woman fated to die from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Kathleen Hernandez:

Often the book "The Awakening" by Kate Chopin - Edna Pontellier, a woman fated to die has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.
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