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Reconstructing Woman explores a scenario common to the works of four major French novelists of the
nineteenth century: Balzac, Flaubert, Zola, and Villiers. In the texts of each author, a “new Pygmalion” (as
Balzac calls one of his characters) turns away from a real woman he has loved or desired and prefers instead
his artificial re-creation of her. All four authors also portray the possibility that this simulacrum, which
replaces the woman, could become real. The central chapters examine this plot and its meanings in multiple
texts of each author (with the exception of the chapter on Villiers, in which only “L’Eve future” is
considered).

The premise is that this shared scenario stems from the discovery in the nineteenth century that humans are
transformable. Because scientific innovations play a major part in this discovery, Dorothy Kelly reviews
some of the contributing trends that attracted one or more of the authors: mesmerism, dissection,
transformism, and evolution, new understandings of human reproduction, spontaneous generation,
puericulture, the experimental method. These ideas and practices provided the novelists with a scientific
context in which controlling, changing, and creating human bodies became imaginable.

At the same time, these authors explore the ways in which not only bodies but also identity can be made. In
close readings, Kelly shows how these narratives reveal that linguistic and coded social structures shape
human identity. Furthermore, through the representation of the power of language to do that shaping, the
authors envision that their own texts would perform that function. The symbol of the reconstruction of
woman thus embodies the fantasy and desire that their novels could create or transform both reality and their
readers in quite literal ways. Through literary analyses, we can deduce from the texts just why this artificial
creation is a woman.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Jordan:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Reconstructing Woman: From Fiction to Reality in the Nineteenth-Century
French Novel (Penn State Romance Studies) book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Reconstructing Woman: From
Fiction to Reality in the Nineteenth-Century French Novel (Penn State Romance Studies) content conveys
the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Reconstructing Woman: From
Fiction to Reality in the Nineteenth-Century French Novel (Penn State Romance Studies) is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Elnora Perry:

This Reconstructing Woman: From Fiction to Reality in the Nineteenth-Century French Novel (Penn State
Romance Studies) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Reconstructing Woman: From Fiction to Reality in the Nineteenth-Century French Novel
(Penn State Romance Studies) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed you with information that probably will shock your before knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Reconstructing Woman: From Fiction to Reality in the Nineteenth-Century
French Novel (Penn State Romance Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Junior Price:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you
read you can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Reconstructing Woman: From Fiction to
Reality in the Nineteenth-Century French Novel (Penn State Romance Studies) it is extremely good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.



Joyce Washington:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Reconstructing Woman: From
Fiction to Reality in the Nineteenth-Century French Novel (Penn State Romance Studies) which is finding
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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