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Document from the year 2011 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: --, Saarland University
(Amerikanistik), language: English, abstract: A native form of entertainment that came up in around 1843
was the minstrel show. The minstrel show was a show that consisted of melodies by slaves and jokes by
white actors in blackface in order to imitate the blacks. Led by Mr. Interlocutor, the master of ceremonies,
three more actors in blackface sat in a semicircle. The endmen or cornermen were known as Mr. Bones and
Mr. Tambo, who joked together or made fun of slaves.

Thus, the minstrel show was double-edged: on the one hand, racism in the United States was reinforced; on
the other hand, so many white Americans have become aware of black popular culture. No wonder therefore,
the rise of the minstrel show coincided with the growth of the abolitionist movement in the 19th century.

But without doubt, racial discrimination was played down in the minstrel show. The minstrel show was
meant as a form of entertainment, which was not intended to be taken seriously. Although the minstrel aimed
to create a native and distinctly American form of entertainment, the songs they adopted were of English,
Irish or Scottish origin. Furthermore, they presented parodies of European-style entertainment or parodied
works by William Shakespeare.

The book gives an overview of the history of the minstrel show. Marc A. Bauch is a scholar of American
Literature and has specialized in American Theater, including the American Musical.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

The book "Gentlemen, Be Seated!" The Rise and Fall of the Minstrel Show has a lot associated with on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author.
The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after scanning this book.

Kenneth Poor:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be examine. "Gentlemen,
Be Seated!" The Rise and Fall of the Minstrel Show can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who
have those short spare time problems.

Mathew Munz:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list will be "Gentlemen, Be Seated!" The Rise and Fall of the Minstrel Show. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Cynthia Kipp:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book "Gentlemen, Be Seated!" The Rise and Fall of the Minstrel Show. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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