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Americans like to think that they look after their own, especially in times of hardship. Particularly for the
Great Depression and the Great Society eras, the collective memory is one of solidarity and compassion for
the less fortunate. Who Cares? challenges this story by examining opinion polls and letters to presidents
from average citizens. This evidence, some of it little known, reveals a much darker, more impatient attitude
toward the poor, the unemployed, and the dispossessed during the 1930s and 1960s. Katherine Newman and
Elisabeth Jacobs show that some of the social policies that Americans take for granted today suffered from
declining public support just a few years after their inception. Yet Americans have been equally
unenthusiastic about efforts to dismantle social programs once they are well established. Again contrary to
popular belief, conservative Republicans had little public support in the 1980s and 1990s for their efforts to
unravel the progressive heritage of the New Deal and the Great Society. Whether creating or rolling back
such programs, leaders like Roosevelt, Johnson, Nixon, and Reagan often found themselves working against
public opposition, and they left lasting legacies only by persevering despite it.

Timely and surprising, Who Cares? demonstrates not that Americans are callous but that they are frequently
ambivalent about public support for the poor. It also suggests that presidential leadership requires bold
action, regardless of opinion polls.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Byler:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Who Cares?: Public Ambivalence and
Government Activism from the New Deal to the Second Gilded Age is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mary Wing:

The actual book Who Cares?: Public Ambivalence and Government Activism from the New Deal to the
Second Gilded Age has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this
book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Jacqueline Stalling:

Why? Because this Who Cares?: Public Ambivalence and Government Activism from the New Deal to the
Second Gilded Age is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jerry Smith:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Who Cares?: Public Ambivalence and Government Activism from
the New Deal to the Second Gilded Age was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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