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Xenakis examines the responses of Soviet experts in American academia—primarily political scientists, but
also economists and defense scholars who specialized in the USSR—to the unfolding evidence of Soviet
reform during the 1970s and 1980s and to its ultimate collapse. He concludes that American Sovietologists
and other political scientists were more responsive to the Cold War consensus—to the needs of the State
Department, Defense, and CIA policy makers and to the official Washington line of the moment—than to the
changing face of the Soviet Union.

As Xenakis makes clear, many of the Cold War ideas and attitudes shared by Sovietologists—the notion that
the USSR was an evil empire; the idea that Soviet society was irredeemably xenophobic and indolent; that
the Soviet political and economic system could not be fixed or reformed; and the view that the best way for
Washington to deal with Moscow's influence was to contain the USSR through arms races, global, and proxy
wars—were reminiscent of the policies and arguments of the Truman and Eisenhower administrations, not to
the facts on the ground in the 1970s and 1980s. An important work for scholars, students, and researchers
involved with Soviet and Russian studies, international political and military affairs, intellectual history, and
the relationship between academia and the government.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video games
all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The
book What Happened to the Soviet Union?: How and Why American Sovietologists Were Caught by
Surprise it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book features high quality.

Scott Ridgway:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This What Happened to the Soviet Union?:
How and Why American Sovietologists Were Caught by Surprise is simple to deliver you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Patricia Skinner:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top checklist in your reading list is usually What Happened to the Soviet Union?: How and Why
American Sovietologists Were Caught by Surprise. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get
many advantages.

Jessica Henriquez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
What Happened to the Soviet Union?: How and Why American Sovietologists Were Caught by Surprise
when you essential it?
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