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Why did the language of contract become the dominant metaphor for the relationship between subject and
sovereign in mid-seventeenth-century England? In Wayward Contracts, Victoria Kahn takes issue with the
usual explanation for the emergence of contract theory in terms of the origins of liberalism, with its notions
of autonomy, liberty, and equality before the law.

Drawing on literature as well as political theory, state trials as well as religious debates, Kahn argues that the
sudden prominence of contract theory was part of the linguistic turn of early modern culture, when
government was imagined in terms of the poetic power to bring new artifacts into existence. But this new
power also brought in its wake a tremendous anxiety about the contingency of obligation and the instability
of the passions that induce individuals to consent to a sovereign power. In this wide-ranging analysis of the
cultural significance of contract theory, the lover and the slave, the tyrant and the regicide, the fool and the
liar emerge as some of the central, if wayward, protagonists of the new theory of political obligation. The
result is must reading for students and scholars of early modern literature and early modern political theory,
as well as historians of political thought and of liberalism.
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From reader reviews:

George Conner:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political Obligation in England, 1640-
1674. Try to make the book Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political Obligation in England, 1640-1674 as
your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Walter Rojas:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Wayward Contracts: The
Crisis of Political Obligation in England, 1640-1674. All type of book is it possible to see on many options.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Robert Mangino:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Wayward
Contracts: The Crisis of Political Obligation in England, 1640-1674 suitable to you? Often the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political
Obligation in England, 1640-1674is one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

James Ojeda:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political Obligation in England, 1640-1674 provide you with
new experience in reading through a book.
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