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Seminar paper from the year 2014 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0, Johannes
Gutenberg University Mainz, course: Explorations of Epistemology and Race in Turn-of-the- Century
(19th/20th) American Literature, language: English, abstract: This work examines the social relations
between African Americans and white Americans caused by the veil of race in Du Bois’s "The Souls of
Black Folk". It also highlights the effects
this social conflict had on African American identity, the main reasons that fostered the division of American
society, and possible solutions offered by Du Bois in his effort to address the reader in order to tackle this
conflict.
First, this work explains Du Bois’s theory of “the Veil of Race” as a social construct. For Du Bois, the
meaning of race is the production of racial hierarchy, ideology and dominant
culture. Next, this work highlights the problems caused by the veil of race within the American nation, such
as social segregation and racism. It gives examples of the separate
lives of blacks and whites and racial prejudices toward African Americans. It reveals how Du Bois identifies
with these problems from his own experiences and explains why the dominant culture is unable to see those
who reside on the other side of the veil.
Further, this work reveals the effects of the fatal division of the American nation on African American
identity. It represents Du Bois’s concept of “double-consciousness”,
that is the duality of African American identity of being both a “Negro” and an American. Double-
consciousness has dehumanizing effects on the spiritual life of black people. In this
respect, this work gives examples of strong emotionalism and inner degradation of black people. It illustrates
African Americans’ feelings of discouragement and pain, with the sorrow songs as a reflection of the black
peoples’ despair and Du Bois’s own experience of misery. Finally, this work reveals how Du Bois tries to
appeal to the reader. Du Bois emphasizes humanity, education, and self-knowledge as the key to respect,
equality, freedom, and democracy. He also puts emphasis on spiritual power over the power of social
hierarchy and dominant culture, which serve the interests of the rich. To conclude, Du Bois’s main goal is to
negotiate between the two worlds in one country in order to achieve integration of the “Negro” race into US
society. He urges the reader to understand the cultural demands of black people and advocates one nation.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Richardson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Problem of the Color Line in Du Bois's "The Souls of
Black Folk" book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer connected with The Problem of the Color Line in Du Bois's "The Souls of Black
Folk" content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The
Problem of the Color Line in Du Bois's "The Souls of Black Folk" is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Grace Seals:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to
be go through. The Problem of the Color Line in Du Bois's "The Souls of Black Folk" can be your answer
because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Richard Ma:

The book untitled The Problem of the Color Line in Du Bois's "The Souls of Black Folk" contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
examine.

Douglas Anderson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of
book The Problem of the Color Line in Du Bois's "The Souls of Black Folk". Contain your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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