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"Certain things are better kept than said. . . .
But certain things you haveto find out now. . . ."

On the tumultuous streets of Manila, where the earth is as brown as atamarind leaf and the pungent smells of
vinegar and mashed peppers fill the air, where seasons shift between scorching sun and torrential rain,
eleven-year-old Gringo strives to make sense of his family and aworld that is growing increasingly harsher
before his young eyes.

There is Gringo's older brother, Pipo, wise beyond his years, aflamboyant, defiant youth and the three-time
winner of the sequined Miss Unibers contest; Daddy Groovie, whiling away his days with other hang-about
men, out of work and wilting like a guava, clinging to the hope of someday joining his sister in Nuyork;
Gringo's mother, Estrella, moving through their ramshackle home, holding her emotions tight as afist, which
she often clenches in anger after curfew covers the neighborhood in a burst of dark; and Ninang Rola, wise
godmother of words, who confidesin Gringo a shocking secret from the past--and sets the stage for the
profound events to come, in which no one will remain untouched by the jagged pieces of a shattered dream.

As Gringo learns; shame is passed down through generations, but so is the life-changing power of blood ties
and enduring love.

In thislush, richly poetic novel of grinding hardship and resilient triumph, of selfless sacrifice and searing
revelation, Bino A. Realuyo brings the teeming world of 1970s Manilabrilliantly to life. While mapping a

young boy's awakening to adulthood in dazzling often unexpected ways, The Umbrella Country subtly works
sweet magic.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:
Bruce Benedict:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Umbrella Country (Ballantine Reader's
Circle) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Catherine Stevenson:

Typically the book The Umbrella Country (Ballantine Reader's Circle) will bring you to the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book
you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Umbrella Country (Ballantine Reader's Circle) is
much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Jesus Geist:

Isit a person who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Umbrella Country
(Balantine Reader's Circle) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Shirley Bishop:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication The Umbrella Country (Ballantine Reader's Circle) was
filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some peopl e has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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