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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 1,3, University of Heidelberg (Anglistisches Seminar), language: English,
abstract: “Traditionally, hip-hop culture has been very skeptical of American government. Much hip-hop
music [...] serves a sort of "watchdog" function” (Riggs, Tectonic). Since groups like Boogie Down
Productions and Public Enemy introduced political rap music during the late Eighties, a certain branch of this
sub culture took over the mission they inherited from their predecessors, namely artists like Gil Scott Heron
and groups like the Last Poets. Those rap musicians consider their task as artists to give expression to their
function as part of the national conscience. “Lyrics from different artist range from anti-American to
revolutionary to more sobering ideas that encourage listeners to simply stay aware and involved” (Riggs,
Obama). What they all have in common is that they were more often than not directed at American
presidents. The list of examples is long and even dates back to the Reagan-era, but especially George W.
Bush was a very prominent target.
It can be assumed that this list will soon also include Barack Obama, whose race for the presidency and his
election as the United States of America's 44th president have created a lot of controversy. Many different
conceptions and notions have come into existence around the person Obama and his political career – before
and after the Inauguration. His views on critical issues, his aims as a president, his whole philosophy have
found a broad response across any social and intellectual boundaries. Especially in mass media, the presence
of Obama is enormous and has contributed a lot to his pop-star-like-status. A comparison that holds even
more truth if uttered in regard of the many songs inspired by and dedicated to Barack Obama. His impact on
music is unprecedented and the effects it had on the various genres are manifold. While he was embraced
with little question from the mainstream, giving some a new audience, while providing others a new word to
rhyme with, it have been such non-primarily mainstream genres like Hip-Hop music1 that made their critical
voice heard.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Rivas:

This The Critical Reception of Barack Obama in American Rap Music are usually reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Critical Reception of Barack Obama in American
Rap Music can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The
Critical Reception of Barack Obama in American Rap Music forcing you to have an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Norman Eiland:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Critical
Reception of Barack Obama in American Rap Music suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Critical Reception of Barack Obama in American Rap
Musicis the main of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core
of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Kerry Maye:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Critical Reception of Barack Obama in American Rap Music your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get prior to. The The Critical Reception of Barack Obama in American Rap Music giving you one
more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life within
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?

Rebecca Bonnett:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This The Critical Reception of Barack Obama in American Rap
Music can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get



success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Critical
Reception of Barack Obama in American Rap Music.
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