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A WONDROUS NEW BOOK OF MCPHEE'S PROSE PIECES—IN MANY ASPECTS HIS MOST
PERSONAL IN FOUR DECADES

The brief, brilliant essay "Silk Parachute," which first appeared in The New Yorker a decade ago, has become
John McPhee's most anthologized piece of writing. In the nine other pieces here— highly varied in length
and theme—McPhee ranges with his characteristic humor and intensity through lacrosse, long-exposure
view-camera photography, the weird foods he has sometimes been served in the course of his reportorial
travels, a U.S. Open golf championship, and a season in Europe "on the chalk" from the downs and sea cliffs
of England to the Maas valley in the Netherlands and the champagne country of northern France. Some of
the pieces are wholly personal. In luminous recollections of his early years, for example, he goes on outings
with his mother, deliberately overturns canoes in a learning process at a summer camp, and germinates a
future book while riding on a jump seat to away games as a basketball player. But each piece—on whatever
theme—contains somewhere a personal aspect in which McPhee suggests why he was attracted to write
about the subject, and each opens like a silk parachute, lofted skyward and suddenly blossoming with color
and form.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Roop:

The book Silk Parachute give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Silk Parachute for being your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a guide Silk Parachute. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Dennis Bloom:

The book Silk Parachute can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Silk Parachute? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Silk Parachute has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Tammy Lugo:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Silk Parachute publication written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still skepticism Silk Parachute as good book not merely by the cover but also from the
content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Rick Fountain:

You can find this Silk Parachute by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern
era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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